My Three Years in America

I should like particularly to draw the reader's attention to
this telegram, because it expresses definitely my opinion that
the submarine campaign could not bring us peace.
Soon afterwards I was again instructed by the Chancellor
to hasten Mr. Wilson's peace movement. His telegram is here
reproduced :
TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" Berlin, 26th September, 1916.
" For Your Excellency's personal information.
" The  enemy's  intention   of   breaking  through  our  fronts
has not, so far, succeeded, and will not succeed, any more than
his Salonika and Dobrudja offensives.    On the other hand, the
operations of the Central Powers against Rumania are making
encouraging progress.    Whether we shall succeed this year in
gaining  a victory there that will bring the war to an end is
still doubtful;   therefore, for the present we must be prepared
for a further prolonging of the war.    Meanwhile, the Imperial
navy is confident that by the unrestricted employment of large
numbers of submarines they could, in view of England's economic
position, meet with a success which would in a few months make
our    principal   enemy,   England,   more   disposed  to   entertain
thoughts of peace.    It is therefore essential that G.H.Q. should
include a submarine campaign among their other measures to
relieve the situation on the Somme Front,  by impeding the
transport of munitions, and so making clear to the Entente the
futility of their efforts in this area.
" The whole situation would change if President Wilson,
following out the plans he has already indicated, were to make
an offer of mediation to the Powers. This would, of course,
not have to include any definite proposals of a territorial nature,
as these questions should form part of the agenda of the peace
negotiations. Such a move, however, would have to be made
soon, as otherwise we could not continue to stand calmly aside
and watch England, realizing as she does the many difficulties
to be reckoned with, exert with impunity increasingly strong
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